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SEPTEMBER, 1886. 


THE MONTH, 
our readers is directed to the fall programme of the Ryde 


He will be much missed at the Annual Conference which is to be held during the 
present month, He was a well-known figure at former gatherings of the Alliance, 
and we do not know that any one was more popular as a chairman or a speaker, Sir 
William always came straight to the point, and his homely and warm-hearted way of 
speaking was much relished, perhaps partly as a contrast to the more polished and 
daborate style of other distinguished men. He was an ardent supporter of the 
Temperance canse, and took a great interest in movements for the benefit of the 
working classes ; and held to the Bible and the Sabbath with « staunch and simple 
faith. 

The Rev. ©. G. Foster, of St, Martin’s Church, Scarborough, has gone over to 
the Church of Rome. He was a member of the English Church Union and the 
Confraternity of the Blessed Sacrament, and an ex-member of the Society of the 
Holy Cross. His secession to Rome, we are told, created considerable astonishment, 
although it does not seem to us that there was much room for it, considering his 
previous career. In Scotland, the Roman Catholic qaestion has been the occasion 
of a legal decision that has caused a good deal of sensation. The Rev. Peter Leys, 
a Presbyterian minister, was sent to prison because he refused to give up his grand- 
children, whom he had bronght up, to their father, who had become a Romanist. 
He told the Court that he knew the risk he ran, but it was his duty to obey God 
rather than man. He has since been liberated. . 


The Bishop of Durham, in presiding at s Mass Meeting of the Church Army, 
at Sunderland, said that they had inherited from those before them vast arrears of 
evangelistic work, and they must employ the masses to evangelize the masses. They 
must make a new departure to meet the pressing need. One great recommendation 
of the Church Army was that it was thoroughly loyal to the parochial system. This 
was in the first instance his one apprehension, but all his fears had been dissipated. 
It was his conviction that the Church Army had been the instrnment of dragging 
out many a poor soul from the gutter of immorality and vice, that it had exorcised 
the demon of drink and of other vices as bad ss drink, and had set those so\possessed, 
clothed and in their right mind, at the feet of Obrist. P 


| 
| 
Tax attention of 
Conference of the Evangelucal Allance, given on another pt 
Admiral Sir William King-Hall, x.c.»., has been very soon removed by death 
after he had accepted the position of Vice-President of the Evangelical Alliance, 
| 
| 
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Lincoln House, in Beker Street, has been opened as « Home for Working Girls, 


in addition to the seven that had been previously established. Accoommodatien, in 
provided for a little over five hundred 


The Primate reported, at a meeting held in Lambeth Palace, that the Queen 
concurred in the scheme for the erection of a Charch House as a memorial of her 


The Rev. Henry Perrott Parker, «.s., has been appointed successor to Bishop 
Hannipgton, in Eastern Equatorial Africa. Mr. Parker was, for some years, 
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society in Calcutta, He came to England in 


inmates. Mr. John Shrimpton, the Honorary Director, explained at the opening 
of Lincoln House that the Homes were thoroughly permeated with religious 
influence. The more he became acquainted with young women snd their difficalties 
and temptations, the more did he feel that Christian Homes were needed for them. 
The number was very few in comparison with what they ought to have, 

/ The Bishop of London, in presiding at the annual meeting of the International 

| Arbitration and Peace Association, said they wanted to make men feel that it was 
an imperative Christian duty to create a public opinion in favour of arbitration. 
Their business was to dispose men towards peace, bat not to act as if they were an 
established International Court. , 

| The French Church, which meets in the Orypt of Canterbury Cathedral, cele. 
brated its 336th anniversary, on which occasion the chureh, which has been recently 
restored, was inangurated as a memorial of the late Archbishop Tait. The sermon 
in the aflernoon was preached by the Rev. Edward White, Chairman of the Con- 
gregational Union; and that in the evening by the Hon. and Rev. Osnon 
Fremantle. The Canon ssid that, speaking for himself, he rejoiced that this 
interesting relic of a persecuting age had been preserved, if only because its palpit 
was one of the very few places where a clergyman of the Established Church and « 
Nonconformist minister could legally preach in succession to each other on the 
same day. 
ration of the occasion. It would be, said the Primate, simply a Church memorial, 
not a State Charch memorial. 

Archdeacon Harrison, who presided at a meeting held in the Jerusalem 
Chamber, Westminster Abbey, of the Association for the Furtherance of Christi- 
anity in Egypt, stated that in consequence of negotiations with the authorities in 
Egypt, the Gordon College had been established, in which twenty-eight 
persons of Egyptian nationality were already receiving instraction. Though the 
progress made by the association had been slow, he believed that, at any rate, it had 
been safe. 

Bishop Wordsworth wrote a long letter to the Times advocating a union 
between the Church of England and the Church of Scotland as the most appro- 
priate thing to be accomplished during Her Majesty's Jubilee year. Dr. Words 
worth has been laboaring for thirty years to effect a union between the Presbyterians 
and the Episcopal Church of Scotland, but, so far, without success. Whatever may 
happen in the future, the scheme he has put forward has no chance of realization at 
the present moment, Dr. Wordsworth is much esteemed by men of all parties, and 
those who differ from him cannot but feel respect and sympathy for his longings 
after greater unity in the Church of Christ, 
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1885, and on returning to India in the latter part of that year, he undertook, at his 
own earnest desire, direct evangelistic work among the Gonds. In sccepting the 


_ said they were face to face with a gigantic problem, and if they solved that probl 
in London, they would solve it likewise for Manchester and Liverpool, Glasgow and 


held of the masses of London. The Rev. Hagh Price Hughes said that this was 
the most important work which Methodism had projected in his day. The West 
was the citadel of vice, and they should plant a fort in its midst. The Rey. Mark 
Gay Pearse was set apart for one year to promote the interests of the London 
Mission. The bold step taken by our Methodist friends shows that they are 

to the need of getting beyond stereotyped lines of work, and are willing to make 
new departares called for by change of circumstances. The enterprise on 

they have ventured will be followed by the best wishes of all Uhristians who take 


a lively interest in the welfare of the people. 


The subject of Village Methodism also received considerable attention at the — 
Conference, and a voluminous report was circulated among the members. The Rey. 
T. Champness gave an account of his labours in evangelizing the rural districts, 
He either had or should soon have twenty-three men thus engaged. One of the men 
had never stopped in a house without winning a soul, Once he found himeelf ia 
house where only two persons lived, and as both were Church members, he thought 
he should not succeed in getting a convert; but the next door neighbour, hearing 
him at prayer, was awakened and brought to Christ. Mr. Rivett was convineed that 
the claims of the villages were equally important with those of outeast London, for 
from the villages a constant stream of people was ranning to London and the 


Colonies, A learen should be sent to the villages which would leaven — 


| 
new work among that aboriginal people. He is the fourth Bishop farnished for | 
other spheres by the missionaries of India. | 
A very important step has been taken by the Wesleyan Conference in 
sanctioning the establishment of « London West Central Mission. It is three 
years since the movement in favour of it began, and it was not finally carried 
without considerable opposition. The matter was first discussed at the Pastoral 
Session of the Conference, and, after a long debate, it was resolved to take 
practical steps for its accomplishment in the event of the Representative Con- 
, ference sanctioning the proposal. A second debate took place at the Representative 
Conference, at the conclusion of which it was carried by « large majority, that 
it was desirable to establish the mission. The leading place in both discussions 
was taken by the Rev. J. E. Clapham, who has succeeded the Rev, A. M‘Aulay as 
Home Mission Secretary, and has already amply justified his appointment He 
New York, where the crowded conditions of modern social life among the poor 
had altered the circumstances in which men lived. The masses of the population 
to which he referred had no home life, and had to choose between the single stifling 
room and the street or public-house. There were hundreds of thousands of people 
’ who could hardly find the means of life in London, 80 poorly paid and precarious was 
their employment. Then there was vice—awfal, unspeakable vice—vice which 
tuined respectable married women, destroyed the daughters of the people, and 
devoured even thechildren, As a church, they had not touched this evil; but it was 
getting into their homes ; it was corrupting civilization ; and it ought, if it could, 
to be put down. No church, with the exception of a branch or mission here or there, | 
had got a real grip of the slum or the artisan population. Ohristianity had not got | 
| 


> 
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lamp. The general feeling seemed to be that “the man in the smock frock” was 
going to rale England, and no time was to be lost in evangelizing him. Dr. Rigg 
observed that when the day arrived that their ordinary method would not admit 
of spontaneous methods being introduced, it would be a bad day for them. 


It has been resolved to take steps for holding another (Ecumenical Conference 
of all the Methodist Churches in the year 1891; the place of meeting to be in 


- America. Such a meeting may prove very helpful in promoting mutual knowledge 


and a brotherly spirit, and may pave the way to actual re-unions. 


Lord Egerton of Tatton presided at the meeting of the Church Defence 
Institation, and Mr. Bosworth Smith was one of the principal speakers. It was 
reported that there was a large increase in subscriptions, and no fewer than 136 
new branches had been formed. The Council of the Prayer-book Revision Society 
have transmitted a resolution to the Archbishop of Canterbury urging that « 
“measure should be carried through Parliament for the revision in a scriptaral 
direction of the Book of Common Prayer.” The Council believe that this would — 
be amongst the most effective means for suppressing the “conspiracy which is 
at work to undo the Reformation.” The Bishop of Liverpool has been writing 
another series of papers on Church Reform. He pleads for many and radical 


The Keswick Convention is one of the most notable annual gatherings m the 
same general line as the meetings at Mildmay Park, It was established twelve 
years ago, as our readers are aware, by the late Canon Battersby. The meetings 
began this year on the last Sunday of July, when the preachers were the Revs. W. 
Haslam and J. A. Jacobs. Other well-known Christians took part in the sub- 
sequent proceedings, including the Revs. Dr. Elder Cumming, W. Webb-Peploe, C. 
A. Fox, Evan Hopkins, and Pastor Stockmayer, Mr. Bowker acted as President, 
A correspondent says of the Convention: “ Most wonderful gatherings! Present 
from a thousand to twelve hundred every morning at seven o'clock for prayer! ‘ We 
are all one in Christ Jesus,’ was inscribed at the entrance to the tent, and a most 
fitting motto it proved to be. The unity of the Spirit was felt, and was maintained. 
Denominational differences seemed for the time being to be lost sight of. England, 
Scotland, Wales, Ireland, India, China, and many other countries, were represented. 
Faint yet beaatiful picture of the Church of the millennial age! The singing was 
most sweet; heaven appeared to have come down to earth. The prayers! what 
shall we say of them ? They were prayers! The men who led in them seemed to 
be under the special guidance of the blessed Spirit. The results of the meetings 
who can tell? The foreign mission field will benefit by them. The home churches 
will be blessed by them. Over 200 ministers at least were present. Theological 
stadents from Cambridge were there in a goodly number. Deaconesses, Bible- 
women, Presidents of Y.M.0.A. and Y.W.C.A., et@, were there. Leaders of many 
religions and philanthropic movements were there, to get a fresh baptism of the 
spirit of love and zeal. Hundreds of earthen vessels were filled with the heavenly 
treasure.” 

The thirtieth and latest institution formed in connexion with Dr, Barnardo’s 
Homes has received the appropriate and attractive name of “ Babies’ Castle,” and is 


situated in the ancient and picturesque village of Hawkhurst, Kent. It was opened 


DADE incinding Lhe an! ina inc me DO DUM 
services and shortened prayers. 
‘ 
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institution is due to the kindness of the late Mr. Theodore Moilliet, of Bllersiea, who 
presented to Dr. Barnardo two villa houses and grounds at that spot, which Dr. 
Barnardo at once adapted for the reception of infant children who could not be so 
well treated in the East-end of London. From the commencement of Dr. Barnardo's 
Homes in March, 1866, down to March, 1886, more than 7,600 boys and girls have 
been rescued through their instrumentality. It has been a great, we might almost 
say @ marvellous, work of benevolence, and deserves the hearty sapport of the 
Christian public. 


A HUNDRED YEARS OF MISSIONS. 

No exact date can be fixed for the beginning of modern Protestant missions, bad, 
speaking generally, they may be said to have been in existence and to have developed. 
themselves successfully for about a century. Missions of one kind or another have, 
indeed, been attempted from the era of the Reformation, bat the first efforts in that 
direction were for the most part temporary and abortive. The Society for the Propage- 
tion of the Gospel and the Missions of the Moravian Brethren were the earliest 
organizations which showed considerable activity, and have secured a permanent 
existence. In 1786, by a striking coincidence, Charles Grant in India, and William. 
Carey in England, first formally propounded their views in regard to missions. The first 
of these gentlemen became afterwards one of the founders of the Church Missionary 
Society, and the second was one of the famous three who established the Baptist 
Mission at Serampore. A hundred years have elapsed since then, and the time bas 
arrived for the Church of Christ to make a careful and earnest inquiry into the past 
history and present condition of Protestant missions to the heathen and Mohammedan 
world. Perhaps such a review may lead to conclusions that are both unexpected 
and startling, but it is always best to look at facts exactly as they are. This is the 
only way by which it can be ascertained what has to be done, and what means 
should be used to enable us to go about the work with any prospect of success. 

The Rev. James Johnston has published a pamphlet in which he states the 
conclusions at which he has arrived in the shape of three or four brief propositions. 
These are the facts he puts before us: (1) That the results of missionary enterprise, 
during the century have been as great as could reasonably be expected from the 
methods employed, and the stinted liberality, faith, and prayers of the Charch ; (2). 
that although three millions of converts have been added to the Charch, there are 
now two hundred millions more heathen in the world than there were when 
Protestant missions began, a handred years ago ; (8) that while Christian missions 
have made almost no impression on the great systems of heathenism, the heathen 
have converted many millions to the faith of Brahma, Buddha, and Mohammed. 
Of these three statements, the first may be considered as on the whole enconraging, 
but the remaining two are fitted to produce a feeling of great uneasiness. The 
conversions that have taken place to the three great false systems of religion are 
_ perhaps not so very important a factor in the problem as might at first sight appear. 
The process by which these faiths extend their area is almost exclusively through. 
absorption of inferior races. In this way Mohammedanism is spreading to new 
regions in Africa, and is’‘fast increasing in the Indian Archipelago. Even in India 
it is constantly gaining over numbers from the low castes, to whom the social 
advantage of association and inter-marriage with a superior race is a great attraction. 
Hinduism is drawing to itself the various aboriginal tribes of the country, such as 
the Gonds, etc. With Buddhism it is much the same, but toa smaller extent; 
the region where it is gaining ground being the tribes in the northern dependencies. 


| 
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between the figures is so enormous, that the simple statement of the fact is more 
eloquent than any comment can be. At this rate of increase, when will Christian 
missions overtake the popalation of the world ? So far as we have gone as yet, the 
Christian population, with one or two slight exceptions, is not overtaking the heathen 
_ population at all, except among nations that are nomerically stagnaat, or races that 


effort te evangelize the world as an enterprise that is utterly hopeless, and pre- 
doowettofailare? No, this she cannot do. She is bound to be faithfal to her 
Master's great commission, to “ go into all the world and preach the Gospel to every 
creatare.” So much has been already effected as to put her on @ vantage-grouad 
for carrying on the enterprise in the futare, if she will bat rise to the greatness of 
the occasion. Preliminary difficulties have been overcome. Languages have been 
mastered ; translations of the Soriptures made ; public opinion secured in favour of 
missionary effort ; methods of labour have been adopted and improved though mach 
experience. Then the actual results have not been small in proportion to the 
means employed. Twenty-seven thousand native converts are now employed and 


The work, therefore, has its strong encouragements; bat what is wanted is 


the 
societies in this country is a million and « quarter. This sounds a large bat 
it is comparatively, we may Observe that the 
amusements is twelve millions, on tobaceo thirteen millions, and on strong drink 
made 


to which Christian men or nations can be ealled. Ifthe year 1887 should witness 
such an event, it will take rank as one of the most glorious years in our modern ers. 


FAITHS RECKONINGS. 


of China. The pamful featare in sach changes is that converts to higher systems 
of error are not brought nearer to Christian truth, but alienated from it the more. 
The great snd startling fect, however, is that while Christian missions have 
been making their little handfuls of converts, the populetion of the heathen world 
has increased to a prodigious extent. There are two hundred millions of idolators 
and Mohammedans, at the present day, more than there were a hundred years ago. 
; The number of mission converts is not more than three millions. The dispropertion 
are dying out. 
| Is the Christian Church, then, to sit down in despair? Is she to give up the 
paid as evangelists by their own countrymen; and there are two thousand five 
hundred ordained pastors of native congregations. Then the rate of increase is 
large. The mission churches double their membership in about ten or twelve years, 
while the churches at home scarcely double theirs in seventy or eighty. 
| 
| greater unity and concentration of effort on the one hand, and a far larger spirit 
missions her great object. Christian men, with some noble exceptions, have not 
taken the matter to heart as they ought to have done. It is time to make a fresh 
4departure—to inaugurate s new era in this noblest and most important of all the tasks 
Waite God's Word abounds in the richest | that the question is not one merely of our 
bat of His 
more vividly 
rv own, 7 not of faith is 
co to more persistently crafty than in the dis- 
that they must rest content to know that | couraging suggestions which “hd heaps up 
such riches exist without reaping any benefit | before that believer who catches a glimpse 
from them. But if we would bear in mind | of God’s open treasure-house. It is indeed 
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do not sympathize with him 
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assassinated ; and although these cruel deaths 
have been, indeed, only too terrible, they are 
not the only trials which have beset this 
young congregation. The increased virulence 
of the Komish persecution (for genuine per- 
secution there is, in spite of the law guaran- 
teeing full liberty of conscience and worship) 
causes the members to go about in fear of 
their lives. Oalumny and hectoring seem to 
be the order of the day. Surely these things 
should be looked into and remedied. Italy, 
we know, loves fair-play. The officials 
responsible for law and order in the place 
need, it seems to us, to have their minds 
stirred up by way of remembrance. 


The New Anti-clerical League of Milan 
has been formed, owing to the arrogant as 
sumption of power which has recently shown 
itself among the Milanese priesthood. The 
Liberal citizens have been so incensed that 
they met together on June 27, in a large 
hall, to constitute themselves a society en- 
titled “The New Anti-clerical League of 
Milan.” Many important things were said, 
which every member would do well to re- 
member and carry out. For instance, one 
said : ‘* We do not wish to offend the religious 
convictions of anybody ; we only desire to 
combat the superstitions and abuses of the 
clergy.” Another observed, very opportunely, 
that “people were very much deceived if 


us love one another ; unica 
Reveal to the people the way of the Lord. 

Let us swear to set free our dear native 

United to God, who can conquer us ? 
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Yestenday, from the pulpit of the Cathe-/ The Turin Branch of the Evangelical 
path Padre Agostino exhibited his) Alliance has been much blest of the Lord. 
Pen of both among ite members, not in word only, bet ia 
ee deed. The pastors and their wives, of all 
eay certain newspapers. To- | denominations, recently met together to 
of confer on the things concerning the kingdom, 
a fally exposed. | Proved to | in Italy especially occupied their attention. 
sermons, which be | One then present writes: “ As I look back 
and delivered #8 | on that delightfal evening, which passed only 
wn upon himself | too quickly, I say to myself, ‘ Ab | if only all 
protestations. Of | the evangelicals could realize the noble words 
interesting is 88) of Godfredo Mameli, which are to be found ; 
the large majority of thé stadents : 
with the University of Uniamoci, amiamoci, |’ unione |'amore 
be 
minority, literally) of Uniti in ehi vinoer el pon | 
be | Free Church in Venice has been doing | 
to be ing of our what it could to assist the weary poor of all | 
to any re-|devominations during the visitation of | 
have found their way into certain | Cholera. Needy persons belonging to the 
journals to that effect. We not only took no | WAldensian, Episcopal Methodist, and Baptist | 
Gg in that demonstration, but we desire to Churches have availed themselves of the | 
in | Offer of relief. Some thirty have presented | 
Prerro BoLoama, received rations of broth, bread, and meat ao- 
cordi beir necessi 
of he Univermty. to be seen bow mach longer this good work ia 
A somewhat remarkable account has come can be carried on. Means are much needed, 
to the public notice in connexion with the | #24 the city is not yet safe from the attacks | 
Episcopal Methodist Church at Venosa. It of the dreaded visitant. | 
has been established about three years, and | 
has been doing a good work, pushing on the im 
efforts for evangelization as far as its forces, | 
spiritual and temporal, have permitted. ; 
However, a severe trial has overtaken it. In | 
one month two of its members have been ) 
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of 175,308, there 
Since 


21,853 .worshippers were found in church. 
In the 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


\ 
| | 
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(Dr. 
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Press and Ecclesiastical 
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Leper Church, a little church for the Christian Lepers in the Leper Asylum at Cal 
dedicated by the Bishop of Calcutta. It has been built through the exertions of the 
Dr. C. Baumann, the leader of the C.M.S. evangelistic work in that city. There were 
English and Bengali services, and the Bishop spoke on the words, ‘ My peace I give 
you.” Five adult converts were baptized on the occasion, two of whom were lepers. 8 
than fifty lepers have been baptized by C.M.S. missionaries in that hospital in the | | 
years. 
The Rev. R. P. Ashe, writing from Natete, Buganda, under date January 31, 1856, 
says: ‘‘We were fortunate in obtaining our dear Bishop's Bible. One of our Christians a-% 
bought it of a man who had taken it from the Bishop. An incident connected with 2] ¢ 
worth mentioning. One or two of those who were present when I was giving the | £ 
shells for the book expressed a desire to share in the cost of redeeming it. They : e 
our brother's, and they would like to do this. I mentioned before that one of the , 
of the Church Council wrote to me a letter, saying he quite anderstood that the : 
lost his life in endeavouring to benefit them. It is a great comfort to think ; i? & 
these people have some idea that people far off are anxious about them, and ha i 
of gratitude, Mackay has been fortunate in seeing the king, who is pleased to i 
bim with some favour, and has given him two loads of cowries.” ; ; 
In connexion with the Persia Mission, the Rev. Dr. Brace, in his annual 1 & 2 
is dated Julfa, says: *‘ On reviewing the pest year, I find abundant reason to | iy 
for (I think I may truly say) a decided growth of spirituality and activity in some branches | a 
of our mission work. I have been especially cheered by the earnestness shown by the | 4 
members of our Young Men’s Christian Association. I was also much cheered by the 
manner in which the Week of Prayer for the New Year, 1886, was kept by our congrega- , 
| tion. Our chapel looked well filled every morning, and there was more apparent spiritual life . 4 
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in our prayer meetings than ever before. I am also most thankful to be able to report an 
imerease in liberality in our congregation. The total sum subscribed in 1884, exclusive of 
the subscription of the European members of the mission, was £26. In 1685 it has risen 
to £44 178. 64. Our congregation has increased from 89 communicants and 83 non- 

communicants (total 172) in 1884, to 96 communicants and 109 non-communicants (total 

207) in 1885. The increase in the number of our scholars in our schools has been from 

317 in 1884, to 323 in 1865. This lest is « very small increase, but it would have 

been much greater if Miss Read, whd had charge of both the girls’ and infants’ schodis, 

had not been obliged to turn away nambers of applicants for want of room, etc. The state 
of Christian churches in Moslem lands at present gives great hopes that the time is near 
when God will open a more effectual door to the Mohammedans. It is a remarkable fact 
that it is jast in those parts of the mission-field where Protestant missions meet with least 
success that God has had two witnesses for His truth seattered through them for many centuries. 

The Jews have been scattered through Turkey and Persia since the time of Nebuchadnezzar, 

and though spiritaally dead, are a witness to the truth of the Old Testament, and « 

proof of the falsehood of the claims of Islam. And the Armenian and other Christian 

Churches dispersed in all directions through these lands are a witness for the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, and yet, strange to say, Whereas in those heathen lands where the Word of 

Ged bas been recently introduced Protestant missions have brought forth abundant fruit, in 

the lands where the Old and New Testaments have been professed for centuries by Jews 

and the ancient Christian Churches no impression has as yet, apparently, been made either 
by them or by the recently established Protestant missions and churches. Within the last 
thirty years a wonderful change for the better has come over the Jews and Christians of 
| Persia, Whereas, at the beginning of that period, both Christians and Jews wore subjected 
to every kind of oppression, contumely, and persecution, now, at the end of it, there are no 
people (I would almost say in the world) who enjoy greater liberty and freedom from 
oppression than the Armenian Christians of Persia. Unfortunately, the Armenian Church, 
though freed (in these parts) from the bondage of Moslem slavery, is still bound fast in the 
woree slavery of superstition and worldliness, and bas not in the least been awakened to the 
fact that God has now delivered it from the bitter and galling yoke of slavery to man, that 
| it may be the means in His hand of extending the liberty whichjs in Christ to those who 
were its late masters, and who are now its fellow-slaves. Thank'God, this is not the case 

| with our young but growing Protestant Charches,” | 
| Appended to Dr. Bruce's letter is a narrative of a visit paid by two of his helpers 
| to the American Mission at Urumiah, in North-western Persia, in which there is an 
| extraordinary account of a Mussulman dervish who has become a Christian and has in- 
fluenced many others. We extract the following from the narrative: “We arrived at 
; Sain Kala, a large village of about 400 families, on’ November 21. The next day being 
Sunday, we rested at the place, and towards noon aman came to us and told us that « 
| certain respectable person who had accepted the Christian religion would be very happy and 
) much obliged if we would go and visit him at his house. He conducted us to the house 
| of Agha Syed Mirza Khaleel, the learned and intelligent dervish who had accepted Jesus 
) Christ as his Lord and Saviour, and leads the life of a perfect and true Christian. He 
| was a dervish (as his father was before him), and a respectable and clever one too. Some 
| years ago he was led by the Holy Spirit to think of the sinful nature of man, and his need 
of a Saviour to save him from his sins, and thereby to make him fit for the Kingdom of 
| Heaven. His soul, so to say, craved for his salvation ; and, according to his story, the 
religion of Mohammed could not satisfy those cravings. Consequently, he became in- 
different to that religion, and sought in other religious a salvation which might satisfy the 
) longings of bis soul. He left his village, and travelled in Azerbijan, going about from place 
) to place. He tried Baabiism and other branches of the Mohammedan religion in Persia, 
and Judaism, but all to no purpose. Being unsuccessful, he was obliged to return to his 
| own place, with a very heavy heart. He one day went to visit his friend, the naib of the 
| village. In the course of conversation his eye happened to fall on a shelf where a few 
| books lay covered with dust. Being a learned man and scholar, he got up to see what the 
t books were, and the first which he took up was entitled the Anjil, He asked the naib what 
tt book it was, who told him that some time ago an Armenian goldsmith had presented him 
i} with it, but that having read parts of it, he had found it to be a useless book, containing 
ti many queer things said of the prophet Jesus. On hearing this he was moved with a desire 


| 
i 
a 


an 


fig 


244 


3 
4 


i 


a 
a 


6 
(Sept. 
AMERICAN BOARD. 
: HE accounts from China are embraced in two letters, Mr, Perkins the 
| & very decided opinion as to the best kind of native agents. 
colporteurs, and do not want any until we have men w 
papi ideo It is my observation that it 
man patiently and 
past the understanding, presses upon 
im our daily chapel preaching, and especially in the 
I cannot find any form of work which seems to 
work with those who come to study our doctrine. The 
come for the loaves (without fishes) ; bat we do all we c 
possible allowance—six cents a day—and also 
may be found emeng theChines 
preacher in our street chapel. He has a military batton, 
pe ar Some time ago the proposition was made to him that 
Jecome the teacher of two sons of an 
the list of those entitled to draw monthly pa: 
any service ; that is, his name should be an ‘ 
to draw money on false pretences. 
recognized practices of the land. This 
mot accept. I give him about six dk 
ten. He is poor. I was lately at his he 
nothing of his mud-house but two little 
while he works for ue—I think I may 
enough to keep his family alive, To such « : 
i yet he is generous toa fault, and I 
to others who ‘ borrow ’ of y 
thé’ spirit of gentleness and 
such pastors we 
that are taking place 
incident that comes from 
dlic street of a village 
and « chair for the 
days these Be 
of the catechist caste were 
5. Bell, of the United 
cheque, May 8, for £10 to Mr. Peet, Treasurer of 
important testimony : “I have been travelling in routes 
taken led me through many of your chief missionary stations By all interested in the 
welfare of the East the inestimable value of your society's labours cannot fail to be ap- 
preciated. Nothing can be done to reform Turkey without setting before her living models, 
and among these the moral, educational, and civilizing models set throagh the labours of 
your sciety cannot be considered to be the least, and America is to be highly congratulated 
om the success which, as a traveller, I have seen to have already attended her efforts to raise 
the peoples of Tarkey.” 
The Rev. Joseph K. Greene, of Constantinople, thinks that the progress made the 
Oriental Christians in Turkey has been so great that the missionaries ett tai eatin 
| concentrate their labours on the Turks themselves. In proof of this, he states the 
folowing facts : ““One-fourth of the Evangelical churches are already self-supporting, and 
the remainder receive aid from the American Board only to the extent of from one-fourth to 
| one-half the salary of the pastor or preacher. The annual contributions of the Evangelical 
Y} Onristians of Turkey for church and school parposes, and for general benevolence, average 
) about four dollars, or from ten to twenty days’ work, for every church member, male and 
. female. All the Evangelical churches are under the charge of native ministers, and 66 of 
these ministers are pastors. The seven Evangelical churches among the Bulgarians have 
for some years had an Evangelical Alliance, which annually déliberates on mattes 
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pertaining to the common work, and has itself shown not a little activity in 
Gospel among the Balgarians’ The Evangelical churches 
have formed four ecclesiastical associations, called Unions. These U 

of all cases of appeal from the local ee eee eee churches 


por Two of these Unions of Evangelical churches have already undertaken, in a small 
way, the work of Home Missions, and, as the Unions increase in ctoyagth and cxpesionce, 
they will assume more and more control of the strictly evangelistic operations in Turkey.’ 


schools, high schools, girls’ boarding schvols, theological schools and colleges, and, finally, 
in the preparation of an extensive religious and educational literature—are such that, so 


far as'the reformation of the Oriental Christians is concerned, the work might ere long well 
be left to the efforts of the Evangelical churches and communities already existing, supple- 
mented for a while, as those efforts would need to be, by grants-in-aid from the Board. 
Let it be added, that the influence of the Evangelical movement on the Oriental churches 
themselves has already been very marked. Pictures have almost or quite disappeared 
from many O-iental charches, particularly from the Armenian churches ; pilgrimages have 
greatly decreased ; leas prayer is offered to the Virgin Mary and the saints, and more 


schools have been greatly maltiplied and improved ; there hun boon tasked of 
the spirit of intolerance ; Armenians, Greeks, and Protestants now live, side by side, 


on 
friendly terms, and in some places Protestant pastors have been Invited to preach in 
of 


Armenian charches. In short, it is quite possible that in the end the indirect influence 
the Evangelical movement in Turkey may exceed its direct influence.” 

The permeating force of Christian truth is observed also in other countries as well. 
One of the missionaries in the Madura district, India, speaks as follows of the impression 
one gets by evangelistic work of the wide and deep influence of Christianity upon Hinda 
society: “ To those who engage in this work it is evident that Christianity and Western 
civilization bave been widely and deeply influential during the last few years in moulding 
Hindu society. The old idea of polytheism is rapidly giving way to monotheistic 
conceptions. It is true that many try to harmonize these conceptions with idolatry ; but 
the two cannot possibly long exist together, and idolatry will in time be relegated by all 
even as it is by the educated Hiodu, to the class of effete and antiquated things. The 
strong grip of caste is also relaxing, and people are not so isolated and sectional in their 
feelings as they once were. At least, this is true of the central towns. Literature of various 
kinds is being spread, especially through the town of Madura. Several copies of the Theo- 
sophical paper are taken, but it is doubtful whether purely atheistic newspapers are read in 
town or district to any extent. Such are not adapted to atiract the native mind, which is 
naturally religious. Theosophy also has been waning in its influence ever since the collapse 
of its priestess at Madras.” 

The accounts from Japan continue to be encouraging. The report of the Kobe station 
in Japan for the past year gives the present number of churches as ten, of which nine are 


self-supporting, with sixteen out-stations. The results have been somewhat less than for 


the previous year, occasioned in part probably by the prevalence of cholera during the 
summer and autumn, and of small-pox later. Bat since February, the missionaries report 
a manifest change for the better, ‘‘ new inquirers springing up on every hand, and chiefly 
from among the upper classes of society.” Depression in all sorts of business has affected 
the contributions. But the Bible School for Women at Kobe is flourishing, with eighteen 
students, all that can be accommodated, most of them women from a distance, and more are 
eager to enter if théte were room. The churches are becoming more and more interested in 


| 


| 
| 
prayer to Christ ; less regard is paid to traditions, and more-to the Scriptares; in some 
places the Armenians themselves have established Sabbath-echools for the study of the Bible ; 
im 
im 
| 
| 
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These women become very useful as teachers of the people. The Girls’ School has hed 101 
ander instroction, of whom forty-five were church members, and several more are applicants 
membership. A notable event of the year was the celebration of the tenth 


pray for yet larger things in this line for the danghters of Japan. 


Alliance. 


RYDE CONFERENCE, 
SEPTEMBER 


TURSDAY, 21. 


D.D. Address by the Rev. John Stoughton, p.p., London. Subject—“ Unity of Faith. Address by 
the Rev. D. MacEwan, p.p., Presbyterian Charch, Clapham. Subject —“ What we owe to the Reform- 


ation.” 
THURSDAY, Szrrexere 23. 

10 o'dock.—Drvorroxat Chairman, the Rev. W. H. Repxxar, Incum- 
bent of St. James's, Ryde. 11 to 1 Chairman, J. Hort Faq. 
Address by the Rev. D. Brown, p.p., Principal of Free Church Aberdeen. The 
Scepticism of the day—what it is, and how to meet it.” Address by the Rer. J. M.A., D.D., 
Principal of Regent's Park College, London. sp Re Work the Evangelical Alliance may 
take up with advantage.” Address by the Rev. . A. Wylie, t1.v., of Edinbargh. The 
present position, policy, and prospects of the Papacy.” 

Artemwoor, 3 o’clockOrzx Are Garuentna, at St. John’s House, by kind invitation of 
attached to house. bjects of Addresses—{1) “ Foreign Missions,” ° 

or i “of the World,” by the Rev. 4. M. W. Christopher, 
M.A, of St. Aldate’s, Oxford, and of the: 
at 7 o'clock Chairman, Sir W. 


< 
the school, making frequent applications for the sdmission of women, while several gentle- 
| men have sent their wives for instruction. A majority of the womer ‘ve self 

his 
staff, A marked providence was the protection of the school during the fatal of 
cholera and small-pox for several months The missionaries are encouraged to hope and 
TRE programme for the approaching Conference at Ryde has been completed, and we give 
lt is expected that a large number of 
members from various parts of the kingdom be present, and the Council ask for the 
prayers, especially of those who may not be able to attend, that this gathering may be richly 
blessed. 

All the Meetings will be held in the Town Hall, Ryde. 

Comvursaztons at 6.30 at 7.30 General Cane Tare to preside. 

Gregory, of Brighton Catholic unity contrasted 
with Roman Catholic uniformity.” Address by Field, o.n.,Secretary. Subject—“ The 
Evangelical Alliance—ite principles and work.” 
WEDNESDAY, 22. 

10 Mzstixe. Chairman, Rev. J. Savxpers, Minister of 
Church, Ryde. 11 to 1 Chairman, Dowatp Maruxsos, 
Req. “ Annual Address,” by thé Ven. Archdeacon Richardson, u.s., London. Subject—* The 
Love of God perfected in ua.” “ The Practical Resolutions,” to be read and enforced by the Rev. 
William Stacey, Congregational Minister, Street, Somerset. Brief abstract of the Annual Keport to 
be presented by one of the Secretaries. 

3 o'clock Chairman, General Sir Address 
by the Rev. J. Murray Mitchell, ws. Subject—* Christ Addresses 
by the Rev. James Douglas, ua. Baptist Minister, Brixton, and the - R. Allen Davies, Ventnor. 
Sabject—"“ Christian dc essential to vital religion.” 

— ©. Vicar OF SL. Simons. Southee tev. H. E. Brooke, of Dovercourt. 

: Subject—~ Holiness—the purpose and will of God : bow this is accomplished in the believer.” 

at this Bvening’s Meeting « Uxrrap Comaustos Sanvice will be held, commencing 

Members of the Alliance and other friends of Christian union intending to be present at 
th Conference are requested to communicate with the Secretaries in London as early as possible, 
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to set apart a week for united 


the world 
we have abundant cause of 
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have been multiplying which prove how 


and enlarge- 


blessed to the refreshment 
of religion in many lands, To Him who 


prayer. 
thou shalt 


I will deliver thee, and 
gave the promise—* I will shake the 
dry land ; and I will shake all nations, and the 
fill this house with glory, saith the Lord of 


of the Evangelical Alliance] 


TOPICS SUGGESTED FOR EXHORTATION AND PRAYER. 


ominous 
perplexity. 
and the special promises given to united 


“in the day of trouble 


anxiety, which should make us feel that only God can 
there are also signs of the times which are greatly fitted - 


these none are more remarkable than the 


brotherly love, on behalf of the Evangelical Alliance, yours faithfully, 
(Signed by the Representatives of the British and other 


says the Lord, 
While tHere is thus much cause of 
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Oall upon Me,” 
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C. A, Sandown. | 
Sandown. 
land 
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Ventnor. 
entnor. 
Newport. Ventaor. 
Rev, TeGend Bay. 
Ino., 
Robinson, Rev. G. A., Fresb- 
Sandown. | water, 
ANNUAL INVITATION FOR THE WEEK OF UNITED AND UNIVERSAL 
PRAYER, AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE YEAR, 
JANUARY 1987. 
Tae following invitation and programme of subjects prepared by the Couneil of the | 
British Evangelical Alliance has been approved and adopted by the various foreign branches, 
and is now being cireulated throughout the world. Christians everywhere are earnestly 
Beloved Brethren in ~—This ie the fortieth time that we have the privilege of 
inviting our fellow-Christians throughout a 
large amount of blessing which the Lord has vouchsafed in connexion with the annual concert 
of prayer. Year by year the number of those who have thus united in sa 7 
gone on increasing. Year by year testimonies 
largely the season of common supplication has 
ment of believing hearts, as well as to revivals 
beareth prayer be all the glory | ; 
Never was prayer more needed than at the present time. The state of the Church and iF 
the state of the world alike call for fervent and abundant supplication. We have come on 
“ perilous times.” We see “distress of nations.” There is much of insubordination and | 
lawlessness in various countries. In nearly all lands there is much suffering, on account of , 
the stagnation of trade. In Europe there Most 
nations are called to solve political pro must | 
call to mind the given | 
be “a very present help in trouble,” | 
to cheer and encourage us. Among } 
the missionary spirit, the amount of i 7 
of the nations, and the “ great and effectual | 
Therefore, with fervent supplication, let 
mercies and God of all comfort, :: | 
Is not the Lord now working as of old, 
heavens, and the earth, and the sea, and the 
desire of all nations shall come: and I wi | 
Hoste"? (Haggai 
The follo subjects are suggested for general adoption, in order that the supplica- | 
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lands. For the preservetica 
€7_-79, Deot. xxxil. 1—14; Pm. Chron. 
:—For persone! sina, family sina, and national sins; for the 
7 pride of life” still prevail; for the large 
5—16; Bera ix. 1 to 16; 1 Cor. v.; Jude 1—16; 
for the Church »—That the of God 
to lied wlth the Spiche tring forth the 
of souls. That wg h 
‘ord in ite simplicity and and the 
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vill. 22—86; John av. 12—21; Lake vi. 17—36; Ephes. 
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